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- [0062] The abutment 70 is shaped like an arrow head, i.e., it has a longitudinally tapered 
shape, narrowing to the free end of the band 71, the shape including includes two lateral teeth 
73, 74 separated at least partially by a slot 75, which is open at the free end of the band. -- 

In the Claims 

Please cancel claim 14. 

y 

Please amend claim I by incorporating therein the subject matter of claim 14, as follows: 

1 . (Amended) A binding to retain a boot on a gliding or rolling apparatus, said binding 
comprising: 

a base for supporting the boot, said base plate including a surface extending along 

a plane; 

a first lateral flange, a second lateral flange transversely spaced from said first 
lateral flange, said first and second lateral flanges extending upwardly relative to said surface 
of said base; 

at least one linkage connecting said first flange to said second flange, said linkage 
including a first band extending from one fastening end to a free end, a first fastener attaching 
said fastening end of said first band to said first flange, said linkage further including a 
tightening device attached to said second flange, said tightening device facilitating an adjustment 
of a length of said linkage by removably retaining a portion of said first band; 

an abutment being fixed to said first band toward said free end of said first band, 
so as to be located on an opposite side of the tightening device with respect to said fastening end 
of said first band, thus preventing a separation of said first band and said tightening device; 

at least one linkage of said at least one linkage is movable relative to said first and 
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second lateral flanges to a position extending substantially along a plane parallel to said plane 
of said base. ^ 



Please amend claims 2-4, 9, and 15 as follows: 



2. (Amended) A binding according to claim 1, further comprising a second fastener, 
wherein said linkage includes a second band, said second^fastener attaching said second band to 
said second lateral flange, said tightening device being fixed to said second band. 

3. (Amended) A binding according to claijn 1, wherein said flanges are attached to said 

base. 

/ 

4. (Amended) A binding accordi;4 claim 2, wherein said flanges are attached to said 

base. 




9. (Amended) A binding acc9fding to claim 2, wherein said first and second fasteners 
of each linkage are journals. 

15. (Amended) A bindiiig according to claim 1, further comprising a rear arch for 
supporting a rear of the booty said rear arch connecting said first and second lateral flanges, 
wherein a length of each ofysaid at least one linkage is constructed and arranged so that, when 
said each of said at least one linkage is forwardly positioned, each of said at least one linkage 
extends around a front of the boot when the boot is supported on said base plate and in contact 
with said rear arch. 



Please add new claims 18-24 as follows: 
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~ 18. A binding according to claim 2, wherein said first and second fasteners oonstitute 
first and second journal connections, and wherein said one linkage of said at lea^one linkage 
is pivotal about said first and second journal connections to said position exteijjding substantially 
along a plane parallel to said plane of said base, 

19. A binding according to claim 2, wherein said first fastener extends from said first 
band to said first flange and said second fastener extends from ^d second band to said second 
flange. 

20. A binding according to claim 2, wherein said free end of said first band having a 
longitudinally tapered shape, and wherein said abimient comprises a pair of lateral teeth. 

21. A binding according to claim ^0, wherein said first band further comprises a 
longitudinal slot open at said free end, ^d longitudinal slot extending between said pair of 
lateral teeth, 

22. A binding according to claim 20, wherein said first band further comprises a 
longitudinal slot positioned between said fastening end of said first band and said abutment. 

23. A binding s^ccording to claim 2, wherein said first band includes an inner surface 
facing said base an^/an outer surface facing away from said base, and wherein said abutment 
extends away^fro^ said outer surface of said first band. 

24. /A binding according to claim 23, wherein said abutment is substantially in a form 
of a wedge, said wedge having a surface substantially perpendicular to said outer surface of said 
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25. A binding to retain a boot on a gliding or rolling apparatus, said binding comprising: 

a first lateral flange, a second lateral flange transversely spaced from said first 
lateral flange; / 

at least one linkage extending fi-om said first flange to said second flange, said one 
linkage comprising: / 

a first band extending from a fastening end to a free end, said fastening end 
of said first band being directly attached to sai<i first flange by means of a first fastener, said 
free end of said first band having a longitudirially tapered shape; 

a second band having a/fastening end directly attached to said second flange 
by means of a second fastener; / 

a tightening device^affixed to said second band and facilitating an adjustment 
of a length of said one linkage by /removably retaining a portion of said first band against 
movement relative to said second band; 

an abutment on said first band for preventing separation of said first band 
from said tightening device, said tightening device being positioned between said fastening end 
of said first band and said abutment; 

said abutment comprising a pair of lateral teeth. 

26. A binding according to claim 25, wherein said first band further comprises a 
longitudinal slot open at said free end, said longitudinal slot extending between said pair of 
lateral teeth. / 

27. A /binding according to claim 25, wherein said first band further comprises a 
longitudinal slot positioned between said fastening end of said first band and said abutment. 
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28. A binding to retain a boot on a gliding or rolling apparatu^, said binding comprising: 



a first lateral flange, a second lateral flange transversely spaced from said first 



/ 

lateral flange; 

at least one linkage extending fi-om said first ^ange to said second flange, said one 
linkage comprising: 

a first band extending fi-om a fastening end to a ft-ee end, said fastening end 
of said first band being directly attached to said first flange by means of a first fastener; 

a second band having a fastening end directly attached to said second flange 
I ^ by means of a second fastener; / 

a tightening device affixed to said second band and facilitating an adjustment 
of a length of said one linkage by re;hovably retaining a portion of said first band against 
movement relative to said second band; 

an abutment^'n said first band for preventing separation of said first band 
from said tightening device, said tightening device being positioned between said fastening end 
of said first band and said ab^utment; 

said fir^t band including an inner surface adapted to face the boot and an 
outer surface adapted toface away from the boot, said abutment extending away from said outer 
surface of said first band. 

29. A biiuling according to claim 28, wherein said abutment is substantially in a form 
of a wedge, saia wedge having a surface substantially perpendicular to said outer surface of said 
first band and^ facing longitudinally toward said tightening device. — 
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